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The  year  1017  was  the  most  prosperous  in  the  history  of  the 
Dominican  Republic.  The  value  of  the  total  trade  was  $40,029,394, 
compared  with  $33,192,303  in  1916,  the  best  year  theretofore.  If 
conditions  had  been  normal,  the  Republic  would  no  doubt  have  been 
even  more  prosperous.  The  United  States  continued  to  have  practi- 
cally a  monopoly  of  imports,  being  credited  with  $16,138,187,  or  92.75 
per  cent  of  the  total.  Of  the  exports  $18,660,776  worth,  or  83.14 
per  cent,  went  to  the  United  States,  a  large  part  of  which,  however, 
was  for  reshipment  to  Europe. 

The  Puerto  Plata  consular  district  comprises  the  Provinces  of 
Monte  Cristi,  Puerto  Plata,  La  Vega,  Samana,  Santiago.  Espaillat, 
and  Pacificador,  or  roughly  speaking,  the  northern  half  of  the 
Dominican  Republic.  The  total  population  of  this  region  is  about 
325,000.  The  principal  industry  is  agriculture.  There  are  no  mines 
in  operation,  nor  are  there  fisheries  of  any  importance. 

Imports  by  Ports. 

The  total  imports  of  this  district  during  1916  and  1017,  given  by 
ports,  were  as  follows : 


Fort?. 

1915 

117 

12,105.681 
35fi,573 
207.412 

2.273,99.) 

$3,737,441 

598,  136 

12tV04S 

1,800,050 

Total          

4,943,661 

6,261.975 



Principal  Articles  of  Export. 

The  two  chief  products  cultivated  for  exportation  are  cacao  and 
tobacco.  The  former  usually  furnishes  from  00  to  70  per  cent  of  the 
values,  and  the  latter  from  20  to  30  per  cent. 

Coffee,  hides  and  skins,  cotton,  beeswax,  and  logwood  arc  practi- 
cally the  only  other  exports  of  any  importance. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  quantity  and  value  of  the  total  ex- 
ports from  the  Puerto  Plata  consular  district  during  1916  and  1917: 


Art1  (« 


lSl6 


Quantity.        Value 


1917 


Quantity.      Value 


Bananas bunches. 

Beeswax pounds. 

Cacao do... 

(  hemicals,  drugs,  and  dyes,  raw  materials  for do. . . 

Coconuts do. .. 

(  'oflee do . . . 

Copra do . . . 

Cotton do... 

Cottonseed do . . . 

Hides  and  skins: 

Cattle , do... 

Goat ' do... 

Honey do. . . 

Sugar,  raw do. . . 

Tobacco,  leaf do . . . 

Woods: 

Logwood tons. 

All  other 

All  other  articles 


343. C60 
89 1,  868 

42, 027. 936 


2,046,343 

1,365,794 

142,  NTs 

199,930 


603.  S51 

135, 753 

178,798 

71,718 

1,345,087 

* .  sTS 


5171,515 

57, 693 

5.354.055 

41,343 

23,657 

116,244 

6,334 

31,634 

7, 091 

187,255 

51,777 

7. 369 

3,421 

1,418,736 

143.277 
5. 134 
29. 695 


307, 273 
45, 792, 368 


I   .     go 
458,319 

6S7, 600 
117,397 


$99, 349 
4,562,773 
41.65S 
8, 892 
25,091 
12,581 
31,909 


533, 248 
144,859 
a69,489 


196, 53S 
83, 028 
44. 195 


19,772,049 

12.711,947 


2, 033, 345 

109,472 
18.  239 
16.704 


Total. 


7.  283,  777 


a  Gallons. 

Exports  through  the  land  port  of  Dajabon.  on  the  Haitian  fron* 

tier,  are  not  included  in  the  above  table.    These  amounted  to  $01,563 
in  1917. 

Although  practically  all  of  the  exports  from  this  district  were 
shipped  to  the  United  States,  nearly  all  of  the  tobacco  and  a  large 
proportion  of  the  cacao  and  coffee  were  reexported  to  Europe. 

Declared  Exports  to  United  States. 

The  quantity  and  value  of  the  prinicipal  exports  to  the  United 
States  during  19 Id  arid  1917,  according  to  invoices  certified  at  the 
American  consulate  at  Puerto  Plata,  are  given  in  the  following  table: 


1916 

m 

Quantity.  |     Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

bunche  .. 

pounds.. 

als  for do 

do.... 

do.... 

do 

335,160        Vm.  0.--0 

Chemicals,  dfugs,  and  dyes,  raw  mater 
Coffee 

92.546 
434,  562 
595,  431 
659,  199 

26,  712 
9,949 

s70, 554 
57,  262 

137,268 
172, 475 
11,-913,  " .!/ 
193,014 
59,  TO 
76 

236,  139 

83, 187 
7,189 

24, 105 

844,441 

3,  450 

1,138,  120 
15.  767 
14,265 

Hides  and  skins: 

I  attic 

Coat 

pounds.. 

do 

J,  337 

197,572 
72, 573 

-3,i0:l 

47,634 
28.  7ss 

1,408 

73,889 

48, 619 
3, 558 

.........  puunds.. 

do 

do.... 

36,  424 

70,341 
3, 972, 179 

7,  SSQ 

3,517 

364,  299 

4,  437 

4,205 

7, 986, 457 

71.1.025 
948 

Toi  al 

1, 643, 021 

2, 097,  975 

Cacao,  Tobacco,  and  Coffee  the  Principal  Crops. 

The  yield  of  cacao,  the  most  important  crop  in  this  district,  was 
about  equal  to  that  of  previous  years,  although  the  extra  shipping 
charges  and  the  uncertainty  of  the  market  reduced  the  profits  of  the 
Dominican  grower  and  exporter. 
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The  1917  tobacco  crop  was  at  least  250,000  seroons  (28,750,000 
pounds),  the  largest  ever  harvested  in  this  Republic.  The  average 
yearly  production  heretofore  has  been  about  175,000  seroons  (20,125,- 
000  pounds).  The  exceptional  production  of  1917  is  attributed  to 
the  superior  quality  of  the  1916  crop  and  the  resulting  high  prices 
that  furnished  an  incentive  for  the  planting-  of  increased  acreage  in 
tobacco.  Because  of  unfavorable  weather  conditions,  however,  the 
quality  of  the  crop  was  not  up  to  standard,  and  there  was,  in  addition, 
great  difficulty  in  marketing  it  on  account  of  the  scarcity  of  ocean 
tonnage  and  the  prevailing  high  freight-. 

Prior  to  the  war.  practically  all  of  the  Dominican  tobacco  was 
shipped  to  Bremen  or  Hamburg,  either  for  consumption  in  Germany 
or  for  reexportation  to  various  European  markets.  Since  the  war, 
however.  New  York  has  in  a  measure  succeeded  the  German  ports 
as  a  distributing  point,  and  several  full  cargoes  have  also  gone  direct 
from  Puerto  Plata  to  the  consuming  markets  of  France,  Spain,  and 
Holland. 

The  coffee  crop  was  not  so  Luge  as  usual,  but  as  very  little  rain  fell 
while  it  was  being  gathered  it  was  dried  properly,  and  the  quality 
was  excellent.  The  total  production  of  the  Puerto  Plata  consular 
district  was  not  over  1.800,000  pounds.  About  half  was  exported 
to  the  United  States,  whence  much  of  it  was  reshipped  to  Europe. 

Production  of  Coconuts,  Sugar,  and  Castor  Beans. 

Considering  the  size  of  the  Dominican  Republic,  the  quantity  of 
coconuts  grown  here,  averaging  1.500,000  annually,  is  small  com- 
pared with  the  amount  produced  by  sonic  other  tropical  countries. 
Samana,  on  the  bay  of  the  same  name,  is  the  center  of  the  industry. 
In  1917,  there  were  931.000  pounds  of  coconuts  and  107,000  pounds  of 
copra  exported,  the  remainder  of  the  crop  being  used  principally  by 
a  soap  factory  in  Samana. 

Sugar  is  not  as  yet  an  important  crop  in  this  district.  The  high 
prices  have,  however,  given  an  impetus  to  the  industry,  and  two 
new  plantations  were  started  in  this  Province  during  the  year — La 
Empresa  Monte  Llano,  at  Bergantin,  and  the  San  Carlos,  at  Boca 
Nueva.  La  Empresa  Monte  Llano  is  to  be  equipped  with  a  1,000-ton 
mill  and  the  San  Carlos  with  a  100-ton  plant. 

Great  interest  was  taken  during  19 17  in  the  cultivation  of  the 
castor  bean.  The  Dominican  Department  of  Agriculture  urged 
farmers  to  cultivate  the  plant  in  view  of  the  high  prices  now  pre- 
vailing for  the  oil.  Indications  are  that  the  castor  bean  will  soon 
become  an  important  article  of  export. 
Establishment  of  Branch  Banks — Railroad  Improvement. 

During  1917  the  International  Banking  Corporation  established 
branches  in  Puerto  Plata  and  in  the  important  interior  town  of  San- 
tiago de  los  Caballeros,  the  trade  center  for  the  northern  half  of  the 
Dominican  Republic. 

The  7-mile  branch  completed  by  the  Samana  and  Santiago  Pail- 
road  between  Moca  and  Salcedo  links  that  railroad  with  the  Do- 
minican Central  Railroad  and  connects  the  ports  of  Sanchez  and 
Puerto  Plata  by  rail.  A  cut-off  3  miles  long  between  Barrabas  and 
La  Sabana  was  completed  by  the  Dominican  Central  Railroad,  which 
is  owned  and  operated  by  the  Government.     The  grade  is  thus  re- 
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duced  from  OJ  to  3  per  cent  and  the  maximum  curvature  to  32°. 
The  new  line  is  laid  with  60-pound  American  rails,  all  stone  ballasted. 
Bridges  and  culverts  are  of  reenforced  concrete.  The  change  will 
greatly  reduce  the  cost  of  operation  and  maintenance,  and  the  train 
tonnage  will  be  increased  fivefold. 

Building  Operations. 

A  wharf  built  of  reinforced  concrete  was  finished  and  opened  to 
traffic  in  Puerto  Plata,  at  a  cost  of  about  $150,000.  It  is  400  feet  by 
9G  feet,  and  has  an  approach  800  feet  long.  There  is  a  depth  of 
20  feet  alongside  which  will  accommodate  two  vessels,  one  at  either 
side. 

A  bridge  completed  during  the  year  across  the  Yaque  River,  at 
Santiago  de  los  Caballeros,  by  an  American  construction  company  at 
a  cost  of  $08,075  consists  of  a  wooden  span  240  feet  long,  followed 
by  a  steel  span  of  100  feet,  another  of  150  feet,  and  a  third  of  50  feet, 
which  are  anchored  on  three  concrete  piers,  each  30  feet  high. 

During  1917.  a  concrete  reservoir,  having  a  capacity  of  1.500,000 
gallons,  was  built  for  Santiago  de  los  Caballeros  in  Castillo,  a  half 
mile  outside  the  city,  at  an  elevation  of  180  feet. 

The  first  hospital  to  be  built  in  this  district  was  opened  in  Puerto 
Plata  in  1917,  and  the  construction  of  hospitals  in  La  Vega,  and  San- 
tiago was  also  begun.  All  of  these  buildings  are  of  concrete,  and 
are  being  equipped  with  modern  improvements. 

Two  hippodromes  to  be  devoted  to  baseball,  tennis,  horse  racing, 
and  other  sports  and  athletics  were  constructed  during  the  year,  one 
in  Puerto  Plata  and  the  other  in  Santiago  de  los  Caballeros. 

A  weather  station  established  in  Puerto  Plata  by  the  United 
States  Weather  Bureau  is  one  of  a  system  of  20  maintained  by  the 
bureau  in  the  Caribbean  Sea. 

Other  Indications  of  Progress. 

The  steamer  Yaque  built  at  Monte  Cristi,  which  succeeded  in 
ascending  the  Yaqua  River  as  far  as  Mao,  140  miles  from  the  ocean 
and  within  17  miles  of  Santiago  de  los  Caballeros,  is  the  first  steamer 
that  has  successfully  navigated  that  river.  The  Yaq%n  is  a  flat- 
bottom  boat  15  feet  wide  and  60  feet  long  and  draws  10  inches  of 
water. 

The  1917  census  shows  the  total  population  of  Santiago  de  los 
Caballeros,  the  largest  town  in  the  district,  to  be  14,744 — 6,697  males 
and  8,077  females — an  increase  of  3,823  over  the  number  given  by  the 
last  census,  which  was  compiled  in  1904. 

Among  the  many  other  indications  of  progress  in  the  Puerto 
Plata  consular  district  during  1917  was  the  organization  of  cham- 
bers of  commerce  at  Puerto  Plata  and  at  Santiago  de  los  Caballeros. 

MONTE    CRISTI    AGENCY. 

Limitations  of  business  arising  from  European  war  conditions 
affected  commerce  and  agricultural  development  at  Monte  Cristi  as 
elsewhere  in  1917  and  in  general  restricted  the  trend  and  course 
of  trade  activities  to  the  bounds  of  those  of  the  previous  year. 

Foreign  trade  was  principally  with  the  United  States,  as  usual. 
There  were  few  exports  from  Great  Britain  and  Italy,  war  condi- 
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tions  greatly  curtailing  the  volume  of  business  formerly  transacted 
with  those  countries. 

Imports  of  merchandise  during  1917  amounted  to  $598,436,  and  the 
exports  in  the  same  period  represented,  according  to  the  declared 
values  of  129  invoices  certified  at  this  agency,  a  value  of  $377,065.  .V 
comparison  of  these  figures  with  those  for  the  preceding  year  demon- 
strates a  considerable  increase  for  1917.  These  differences,  amount- 
ing to  $241,668  in  the  imports  and  $108,354  in  the  exports,  were 
largely  due,  however,  to  the  reception  of  goods  imported  by  Santiago 
merchants  in  the  one  case,  and  to  shipments  of  tobacco  for  interior 
producers  in  the  other.  Large  exports  of  logwood  and  honey  and 
the  unusually  high  market  prices  of  all  commodities  conduced  to 
swell  the  export  values. 
Declared  Exports  to  the  United  States. 

The  following  table  gives  the  quantity  and  value  of  the  principal 
articles  invoiced  at  the  consular  agency  at  Monte  Cristi  for  shipment 
to  the  United  States  during  1916  and  1917: 


Articles. 


Beeswax pounds. . 

Divi-divi do 

Coffee do. . . . 

Cotton do 

Dyowcods: 

Fustic long  Ions. . 

Logwood do 

Logwood  chips pounds . . 

Hides  and  skins: 

Cat  lie do.... 

0.  oal do 

Hon;  y gallons. . 

Logwood  extract pounds. . 

Mangrove  bark long  t ons . . 

Tobacco,  leaf pounds.. 

Wood: 

Mahogany 

Sat  in  wood 

All  other  art iclcs 


Total. 


1910 


1917 


Quantity.       Value.       Quantity.     Value 


4\  lis 
516,828 
47, 619 
91.S11 


70, 17S 
49,868 

7,290 


104 
,C59,«1 


ill,  843 

21.990 
:;,  456 
12,745 

1,402 
82,975 


15, 16S 
18,954 

2, 681 


2,047 

S7.71S 

§82 

1,062 
939 


263,  9(i2 


66,387 

1.225.905 


452 
§,552 

11'.).  207 

53, 142 
52, 816 
47,660 
140.286 

132 

ese.tsrr 


819,614 
18,821 


22. 109 

7,372 

104,372 

3,200 

14,115 

27, 957 

33, 467 

7,214 

4,007 

104,640 

2,331 

4.(04 

345 

373,. 568 


During  the  year  1917,  27  American  steamers  and  11  American 
sailing  vessels  and  1  sailing  vessel  under  the  Norwegian  flag  cleared 
for  ports  in  the  United  States.  There  were  no  exports  to  any  other 
country. 

Production  of  Logwood  Extract  and  Cotton — Future  Projects. 

The  production  of  logwood  extract  for  dyeing,  which  was  intro- 
duced here  by  an  American  firm  in  1916,  developed  in  1917  to  the 
extent  of  140,286  pounds  of  liquid  extract,  which  was  all  exported 
to  the  United  States. 

Cultivation  of  sea-island  cotton  on  the  plantations  in  the  vicinity 
of  this  port  continued  but  without  noticeable  expansion.  Experts  of 
the  fiber  were  less  in  quantity  than  in  1916. 

Plans  for  the  experimental  cultivation  of  rice  by  irrigation  on 
the  banks  of  the  River  Yaque  were  made  by  American  investors. 

The  project  devised  in  1916  for  the  navigation  of  the  River  Yaque, 
from  Monte  Cristi  to  the  town  of  Mao  (or  Valverde)  in  the  Province 
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of  Santiago,  by  a  small  steamer  operated  under  private  American 
ownership  was  not  fully  realized  in  1917,  as  construction  of  the 
boat  was  retarded  by  difficulty  in  obtaining  material. 

As  a  progressive  step  in  the  direction  of  systematic  cooperation  in 
industrial,  commercial,  and  general  trade  pursuits,  it  may  be  men- 
tioned that  during  1917  an  organization  of  merchants,  estate  owners, 
and  others  was  formed,  having  as  its  object  the  protection  and 
proper  promotion  of  business  interests  and  the  general  public  welfare 
of  this  Province. 

SAMANA    AGENCY. 

During  the  year  1017,  both  the  import  and  the  export  trade  of 
the  Samana  district  greatly  decreased  as  a  result  of  the  abnormal  con- 
ditions caused  by  the  European  war.  The  custom  revenues  for  the 
vear  were  $14,001.  whereas  the  receipts  of  the  previous  vear  amounted 
to  $80,980. 

The  cacao  exported  to  the  United  States  in  1910  amounted  to 
1,850,559  pounds,  against  1,410,573  pounds  in  1917.  This  difference 
is  due  to  very  low  prices  obtained  for  the  commodity  during  the 
latter  part  of  1917  which  caused  the  exports  to  be  more  restricted. 
The  production  of  coconuts,  one  of  the  chief  articles  of  export  from 
Samana,  is  constantly  increasing.  During  1917,  495,570  nuts  were 
shipped  to  the  United  States,  500,000  were  consumed  by  the  local 
soap  factory,  and  about  097,000  were  used  for  the  production  of 
copra. 

The  principal  exports  declared  at  Samana  for  shipment  to  the 
United  States  in  1910  and  1917  were : 


Articles. 

1916 

1917 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Beeswax 

nonnds. . 

17,537 

1,850,559 

1,054,285 

137,137 

33.085 

24,807 

279, 324 

$4,141 
204,  202 

29, 803 
8,547 
6,564 
3, 291 
2,938 
1,888 

10,409 

1,410,573 

405,570 

334, 966 

13, SOS 

32,215 

65, 600 

S4, 895 
121,004 
13, 170 

Cacao 

do.... 

number.. 

Copra 

( tlvcerin ,  crude 

Mansrrove  bark 

pounds. . 

do.... 

do.... 

do..'.. 

19,887 

3, 920 

5,  002 

3)4 

1,020 

Total    

201,374 

170,012 

No  invoices  were  certified  for  shipment  to  insular  possessions  of 
the  United  States  during  191G  and  1917. 
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